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For the past few 
weeks, staff members 
at BCIS - in conjunction with the City of Brooks, the 
Francophone Society of Brooks and the Brooks 
Public Library - have been working to promote 
awareness of the International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. A large part of 
this has been a social media campaign, using 
images like the one above.  
People are asked what eliminating discrimination 
means to them. On the frame, they can write their 
personal message, and the image is then placed on 
Facebook and Twitter. If you would like to see 
pictures from the campaign, visit the March 21 
Eliminate Racism page on Facebook, or look for the 
#diversityBrooks hashtag on Twitter. 

Another way we are spreading the word is through 
a profile picture overlay, available on our Facebook 
page. The message it sends is “We Are Equal,”               

 

which was also a strong theme we noticed with the 
picture campaign.  

All of these activities are leading up to our formal 
event on March 21, which will be the annual Unity 
Walk. At 4 p.m. that Monday, people are invited to 
gather at the Brooks Public Library to hear words of 
wisdom from local dignitaries. Then, we will begin 
our walk, ending at the Brooks Junior High School. 

We would like to invite everyone to the walk, and 
please bring a flag from an area of the world that 
you are proud to represent.  

In past years, we have had large groups of people 
attend this event. It is amazing to see people come 
together in unity and stand together for this 
important cause. 

Mark your calendars and we hope to see you at the 
walk! 

What does eliminating 
discrimination mean to 

you? 
BCIS staff have been 
asking this question 
recently for a social 
media campaign.  

Social             

Media 

Campaign 

for 

March 21 

Event! 



Fiaz Merani of Edo Japan presented a workshop on careers in the fast food industry. 
Several people learned about the skills employers are looking for and how to apply for these 
jobs. 

VOLUNTEERING IS A GREAT EXPERIENCE by Jamal Suldaan 

My name is Jamal Suldaan and I am 

married.  I am the father of a young 

beautiful daughter, a Somalian born 

Canadian.  I came to Canada in 2007.   

Helping those who need my help is 

printed at the bottom of my heart, the 

force in my heart and soul pushing me 

to help those who need it.  I have 

dedicated my time to others.  Although 

helping has certain limits, I am 

overwhelmed with a passion to help 

family, friends and my country as well. 

Volunteering at BCIS is not  my first 

volunteer experience.  Since I arrived in 

Canada I was helping those in need. I 

was volunteering in both an official and 

an unofficial way.  My first volunteer 

opportunity was a few weeks after my 

arrival.  I participated in the orientation 

program for the newcomers.  Coming to 

a new country has a lot of challenges 

such as a new language, culture and a 

diverse community.  My role was to 

interpret and explain these important 

topics, and everyone was happy with 

my interpretations. 

My second volunteer experience was 

when I volunteered at the Manitoba 

Health Science Centre.  My dream was 

to be a doctor.  In order to get 

experience, I dedicated my time to my 

patients.   

My role in the centre was to provide 

magazines, newspapers and books so 

the patients could entertain themselves 

or at least forget the pain they had.  

Volunteering there was wonderful 

because you can see who is sick and 

remind yourself of how important good 

health is to human beings. 

Volunteering at BCIS is a wonderful 

opportunity and it was the right decision 

to volunteer.  I am volunteering as an 

interpreter as well as a teacher.  I 

interpret immigration related topics and 

fill out forms.  I also help Brooks high 

school students to improve their 

education.  I help them to understand 

their studies and assignments as well.   

I have diverse skills to teach and help 

students in their academics, as well as 

their social lives in order to enhance 

their confidence and self-esteem.   

Save the Date!  

English Language Assessment 

The team from SALAS will be at the Brooks 

Campus of Medicine Hat College for two 

assessment sessions.                                                                            

Tuesday,  March 8; 4-8 pm                               

Wednesday,  March 9; 9 am-1 pm 

To book an appointment, call the Brooks 

Campus at (403)362-1677 and speak with   

Lorelei, Khamla or Marian. You can also 

call SALAS toll-free at 1-888-329-4811 or 

email salasltd@telus.net. 

VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our volunteers of the 

month for  March.   

Michael, Jamal, Jennifer and Resty  

 Thank you for assisting the grade             

9-12 students every month!              

Thanks to Gurpreet, 

the volunteer 

coordinator,  who 

placed me with the 

students.  I want to 

also thank Saido and 

Joseph who gave me 

a tremendous 

amount of  

encouragement  and 

support. I love to 

educate myself and 

my community as well.  Education is the best 

way that we can change the world. 

(Mandela).  The most interesting words I have 

ever seen are; “People Serving People.”  The 

meaning of this wisdom is, if you are in need 

of help, there is someone who needs to give 

you help.  Therefore, together, we can 

improve our community and country as well.   



Are you Eligible to Have Your Taxes Done by Volunteers? 

My name is Hiba Moussi 

and I enjoyed going to the 

Chinese buffet with my 

friends and the seniors.  I 

enjoyed the different foods 

that were there, especially 

the sushi, it was delicious.  I 

ate all the different foods and 

liked them all,  I talked with 

my friends and took many 

pictures with them.  I talked 

to the seniors and I liked the 

way they talked to me and 

advised me, they are very 

good people.  Some of the 

seniors asked about my 

future plans.  They asked me if I plan to stay in 

Brooks or move somewhere else in Canada.  I told 

them I might move to Calgary.  They asked me 

about school and I told them I plan to finish high 

school and go to college.  I think it was a very good 

idea for the youth and the seniors to get together 

because seniors can tell us things that are good for 

us as youth, that we might not be aware of.                    

The youth get knowledge from the seniors.  

 It was wonderful to meet them again and talk to 

them so they can advise us as they did the day of 

our Chinese buffet event.  I want to thank the BCIS 

Youth Group and the seniors for organizing this 

wonderful event.  It was a very good experience for 

us! 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS by Hiba Moussi 

You are eligible if you have a simple tax 
solution and meet the suggested family 
income level. 

Suggested Family Income 

 Taxpayer  Family Income 

Individual return  $30,000 

Couples return  $40,000 

Individual with dependant  $35,000  

*For each additional dependant add $2500 to the 
suggested income. 

*Interest income must be less than $100.        

Returns that are not Eligible  

Volunteers do not prepare returns for 
individual who: 

 Have self-employment income 

 Have business or rental income and expenses 

 Have capital gains or losses 

 Have employment expenses 

 File for bankruptcy 

 Are deceased in the year 

 

Contact BCIS for more information and for 
the dates and times when volunteers are 

available to assist you with your taxes. 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS 

Bay 2-500 Cassils Road East  

Brooks, Alberta  

 
Phone:  403-362-0404  ~  Fax:  403-362-0435 

Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  8:30am-4:30pm 

Wednesday                             8:30am-7:00pm 

 Friday                                     8:30am -2:00pm 

 

Connect with us! 

Brooks & County Immigration 

Services 

www.bcis-brooks.ca 

Funded by/Financé 

Good Friday                       

Office Closed              

Friday, March  25 

@askBCIS 

 

Lunch & Learn Series  

Held on the last Wednesday of 

each month. 

 Wednesday, March 23                      

12-1 pm 

Tax Workshop                                        

Find out what you need to file your 2015 

income taxes. 

Sunday, March 6                                      

1 pm 

Job Search                              

How to go about finding a job.         

Wednesday, March 23                                                    

10 am & 5:30 pm 

Housing                                        

Learn what affordable housing may 

be available to you.                           

Sunday, March 20                                

1 pm

 

Securing Your Financial Future    

Feel confident with your financial future.   

Saturday, March  5                             

11 am-1 pm 

Strategies of Success                       

Dealing with the ups and downs of a job 

search.                                         

Wednesday, March 2                         

10 am & 5:30 pm                                           

Job Loss                                       

How to cope with a sudden job loss. 

Wednesday, March  9                                      

10 am & 5:30 pm                                        

The International Day For the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination                                    

Join us for our unity walk!               

Monday, March 21                                 

4  pm                                               

Brooks Public Library  

Effective Networking 

Unlock the hidden job market. 

Wednesday, March  16                                                                  

10 am & 5:30 pm

Easter Monday                 

Office Closed                           

Monday, March  28 

Newcomer Orientation   

Important information for newcomers 

to the community.                      

PLUS  


